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Frontier Province cannot be permanently denied their share in
the constitutional advantages which the rest of India enjoys?'
It is impossible not to sympathise with those who make this
appeal, though it must be remembered that side by, Aide with
them are the members of the small Hindu community, many of
whom dread the effects of handing over control to a Pathan
majority in a N.W.F.P. legislature. Elsewhere in British India
it is the political leaders of the Hindus who usually desire to go
furthest and fastest in the direction of the removal of British
control and the substitution of complete self-government. In
the N.W.F.P. the position is reversed. It was an important
deputation of Muhammadans which argued strongly- before us
that whatever self-government was bestowed elsewhere should
also be established at Peshawar, and even the Khans expressed
themselves as favourable to the setting up of a legislature, but
many of them obviously intended that it should be so constituted
as to secure the continued predominance of the Khans. On the
other hand? it was an influential body of Hindus which came
forward to beg that there might be no weakening of the Execu-
tive, and to insist upon the necessity of maintaining a strong
British element in the administration, and not even the proposal
that one-third of the seats should be reserved for Hindus of the
province seemed to take away their fears. Time and experience
alone can show the best path through this thicket of difficulty,
but, in deciding on the pace of advance, it has always to be
remembered that, down to the present moment, the province has
'had no real experience at all of the principle of election, though
this has not been due to any lack of anxiety on the part of the
authorities to provide it.
" The question of introducing an elective element in the
Peshawar Municipal Committee ' * says the Deputy Commissioner
of the District in a recent report, " has been under considera-
tion for the last 16 years. On all previous occasions, when it
has been proposed, communal difficulties have supervened and
the matter has been dropped. However, in October 1927 it was
decided that some definite forward step must be taken in
consequence of the approaching visit to India of the Statutory
Commission/* Unsuccessful efforts were made to induce the
leaders of the two principal communities to agree upon some
basis of representation. It was eventually decided by the
N.W.F.P, Government that the committee should consist of
4 official members, 8 nominated non-officials, and 8 elected non-
officials,'the last being all elected in communal constituencies.
Of these 5 were to be Mubammadans, 2 Hindus and 1 a Sikh, in
accordance with the numerical proportion of the three com-
munities in the city. The elections were held last Novejtnber.
In five constituencies all the candidates but one retired before
the close of the contest. In the remaining three constituencies
elections were held. No party made any attempt to preserve the
secrecy of the ballot, and all voters freely ranged themselves in